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LOUISIANA RESIDENT HUNTING
LICENSE REDUCED FROM $2 TO $1

In carrying out a campaign
pledge, Governor Earl K. Long
has signed a bill passed by the

Legislature which reduces Loui-

siana's resident hunting licenses

from $2 to $1. The new law

known as Act 61 of 1948 will go

into effect with the hunting season

this Fall.

A synposis of the outstanding

changes in Louisiana's game and
fish regulations enacted during

the recent legislative session

will be found on page 3.

Commissioner Ernest S. Cle-

ments of the Wild Life and Fish-

eries Department stated that the

new hunting licenses for the 1948-

1949 season will go out to the

sheriff's offices throughout the

State within the next two months.

Louisiana's hunting season offi-

cially opens this year &n October

15 with an open season on rabbits.

The Act cutting the resident

hunting license was one of a num-
ber of new laws passed during the

1948 biennial session of the Leg-

islature and approved by the Gov-

ernor.

No change was made in the

hunting fee for non-residents, and
it remains as before, $25 annually.

Non-resident angling licenses,

however, were reduced from $10
to $5 and a new tourist angling-

license was provided, good for

seven consecutive days and selling

for $2. These changes are em-
bodied in Act 88 of 1948.

In other new laws, closed sea-

sons for two years have been pro-

vided on two species of game, bear

and wild turkey. Previously, it

had been legal to hunt bear from
November 1 to January 1, and
wild turkey gobblers from April

1 to April 15.

Another important change in

game regulations pertains to the

(Continued to Page 4, Column 2)
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CLOSED SHRIMP SEASON
ENDS MONDAY, AUGUST 9

The closed season on shrimp

trawling in inside waters of

Louisiana, which has been in

effect since June 21, under

provisions of Act 51 of 1948,

adopted as an emergency meas-

ure by the Legislature, will end

on Monday, August 9th.

The new Act provides for

two closed seasons a year for

shrimp trawling in inside
waters. The other closed season

dates are from February 15 to

April 15. Shrimping in outside

waters is permitted the year

aiound.

Over 5,000 Old Age
Permits Issued
During Past Year
A total of 5,590 old age permits

for hunting and fishing without a

license were issued in 1947 to men
and women residents of Louisiana

over the age of 60. Under an Act
which has been in effect for a

number of years, all persons over

60 years of age, and residents of

Louisiana for two years, are not

required to purchase licenses for

sport hunting or fishing.

They are required, however, to

obtain a r-.ermit, which is good for

life and do not have to be reneweo
yearly.

During 1947 Caddo Parish led

the State in the issuance of old

age permits with 433. Next in

line came Orleans Parish with

400; Ouachita, 232; East Baton
Rouge, 200; Bossier, 198; Natchi-

toches, 182; St. Tammany, 162;

Calcasieu, 148; Franklin, 142;

Washington, 140.

West Carroll, 137; Catahoula,

127; Tangipahoa, 125; Grant, 122;

Winn, 121; Rapides, 118; Rich-

land, 118; Madison, 117; Webster,

(Continued to Page 3, Column 4)

PREDATOR CONTROL SECTION ACTIVE

—Cut courtesy Colfax Chronicle.

Above is one of six wolves recently trapped in Grant Parish by the

predator control section of the Wild Life and Fisheries Deartment. Dur-

ing the past several weeks, state trappers have nabbed large numbers of

wolves, bobcats, and other predators in various sections of the State.

Three Conservation Constitutional

Amendments To Be Voted in November
Of the 38 constitutional amend-

ments approved by the Legislature

to be voted on by the people at

the general election on November

2nd for final ratification or rejec-

tion are two directly pertaining to

conservation and one indirectly

associated with conservation.

The two amendments of para-

mount interest and directly per-

taining to wildlife conservation are

the following:

1. Reorganize the present de-

partment of Wild Life and Fish-

eries and create two new Depart-

ments, one to be known as the

Division of Game and Wild Life

to be headed by a Commissioner

and to have full charge of game
and fish resources pertaining to

sport, the second to be known as

the Division of Commercial Fish-

eries and Trapping to be headed

by a Commissioner, and to have

charge of all commercial fishing

and trapping resources.

2. Amend the State Constitu-

tion to provide that the revenue

from severance taxes against tim-

ber shall be used for reforesta-

tion purposes.

The third Constitutional Amend-
ment indirectly pertaining to con-

servation purposes to exempt from
the state tax gasoline used in com-
mercial fishing boats and farm
vehicles.

All of these Constitutional

Amendments, together with the

other 35 to be voted on in the

general election, were approved by

both Houses of the Legislature by

the necessary two-third majority

and will become a part of the

basic law if they receive a simple

majority next November.

PROHIBITION ON TAKING
MINNOWS KILLED
A bill proposing to make it un-

lawful for any person to carry,

take, convey or transport out of

the state any minnows or other

aquatic fish bait taken from Loui-

siana waters for use or sale was
killed in the House after it had

passed the Senate.
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FISH
(From The Shreveport Times)

Some claim to be getting a fair

share of strikes in their fishing

jaunts these days, but so far as we
can find out those who are doing

the boasting are few in number.
Some say it's the heat, others say

it's just the perversity of the fish.

Others say some of our best lakes

are just fished out. The wildlife

officials deny this, however.

Looking at the picture of 1,200

pounds of game fish confiscated in

Shreveport after they had been

halted for icing in their illegal

journey from some place in Louisi-

ana to, presumably some place in

some other state, we could not help

wondering to just what extent

legal fishing has been depleted by
such illegal fishing. Aside from the

obvious violation of law through
shipment of the game fish, the size

of the shipment would indicate,

in our opinion, that they also were
caught illegally— probably trap-

ped. When fish- are taken from
inland waters in such quantities

and have to be cleaned and iced

along the way, discovery of what
is going on should come more
frequently than it does, as we
see it.

Another angle of "fishing out"
the lakes came to this writer's at-

tention a few days ago at a local

area lake. There was a lot of talk

about a fellow who had caught
the limit in bass, this being of con-

siderable interest because bass

just hadn't been biting. We hap-
pened to get a quick look at the

string, though not at the owner.

If so much as one of those bass

was more than eight inches long,

we'll eat it raw; and the legal

length for bass to be kept is 10

inches. Every one of this string

should have been thrown back.

If the little ones are kept, there

won't be many big ones in time.

RESTOCKING FISH AND GAME
(From the Shreveport Journal)

Hunters and fishermen in Loui-

siana are given a reason for

anticipating increased thrills be-

cause of an announcement by
Commissioner Ernest S. Clements
of the State's Wild Life and Fish-

eries Department that plans are

in the making for a comprehensive
and far-reaching fish and game
restocking program. According to

the Department's official publica-

tion, the restocking program is ex-

pected to be the largest ever

undertaken in Louisiana.

The Commissioner's announce-

ment was made simultaneously

with the introduction of a bill in

the Legislature appropriating

$150,000 annually for each year

of the forthcoming biennium out

of the state's general fund "to be

used for the purpose of purchasing

quail, deer, turkey and other wild

game, and restocking lakes and
streams with fish." There was no
legislative opposition to this pro-

gram indicating general approval.

It is a matter of record that

restocking of game and fish is

practical and profitable, as well as

being necessary in preventing de-

pletion of field and water re-

sources. Many citizens will note

the development of the new con-

servation program with the gen-

uine sportmen's interest.

Lack of buffalo grass is the

reason bisons did not migrate east

of the Mississippi River.

OUR DISAPPEARING FISH
(From the Lake Charles American

Press)

This is the time of year when
sportsmen should give attention to

the waste and destruction of fish.

While fishing is one of the

greatest joys on earth to thousands
of Americans, it may soon become
almost a lost vacation-time diver-

sion.

Both those fishing for the sport

it affords and those combing the

waters of gulf, bay, river or bayou
for commercial purposes are play-

ing havoc with this country's fish.

Dumping of poisonous waste into

natural waterways is another fac-

tor which has contributed to the

depletion of game and commercial
fish in many sections.

This is true in streams and
favorite fishing holes from one

corner of the nation to the other

just as it is in our own section of

Louisiana.

Game and limit licensing laws

help in the conservation move-
ment. Fishermen are supposed to

throw back the small fish, to take

out only a designated number each

day but evasions are easy.

The real hope for the future of

the great sport of fishing as far as

this country goes is in the attitude

of the fishermen themselves.

If they can begin to count it

more sporting to limit the catch

and the size of the fish than to

have mere numbers on a string,

many of which will be thrown

away, fishing can continue to be

fun for the present as well as fu-

ture generations.

Human ears cannot hear the

incessant clamor of the bat as he

flits about overhead because the

bat's signaling voice lies in the

wave band of about 50,000 cycles

or vibrations per second. Human
ears can only detect sound in the

band from 20 to 20,000 cycles.

Lake Bistineau
Improvements
Due to Start Soon

Celebrating the completion of

preliminary work toward Lake

Bistineau Dam improvements, a

fish fry with some 1,200 persons

attending, was held July 15th near
the project site. The event was co-

sponsored by the town council of
Ringgold and the Lake Bistineau
Game and Fish Commission.

Presiding honors during the
afternoon were divided between
P. G. Cook, vice chairman of the
Lake Bistineau game and fish

commission and Representative
Lorris Wimberly of Bienville

Parish.

Among those who were on hand
for the occasion were Ernest S.

Clements, Commissioner of the
Wild Life and Fisheries Depart-
ment, Colonel J. Lester White, di-

rector of the Department of Pub-
lic Works and Hu B. Meyers,
district engineer for the Depart-
ment of Public Works.
A total of $210,000 was appro-

priated by the Legislature at its

recent session to complete the
work on the Lake Bistineau dam.
The improvements call for height-

ening of the dam four feet and
the construction of a road and
bridge, the construction of locks to

insure permanent good fishing.

G. O. Thomas, president of the
Bank of Ringgold gave the address
of welcome. T. B. Herndon of the
state aeronautics division piloted

the state officials to Shreveport
and over the dam project to give
them an over-all view of the pro-

posed construction.

It takes 3,000 cocoons to make
a pound of raw silk. The worm
which spins each cocoon eats fifty

times its own weight in mulberry
leaves.
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NEW SHRIMP LAW SETS UP

NEW DATES FOR CLOSED SEASONS
New closed season dates for

shrimping in inside waters of

Louisiana are provided for in a

new shrimp Act passed at the re-

cent session of the Legislature and

approved by Governor Long.

The new closed season dates

which are now in effect are be-

tween June 21 to the second Mon-

day in August and between Febru-

ary 15 and April 13. These dates

apply only to shrimp trawling in

inside waters. There is no closed

season in outside waters. The new
Act repealed the closed season ban
in outside waters.

Principal changes in the shrimp

regulations were made with refer-

ence to dates for closed season

and definition of inside and out-

side waters. The definition of

inside and outside waters as stated

in the new law is as follows:

"For the purposes of this act,

the coastal waters of the State of

Louisiana shall be divided into two

(2) classes, to be known as inside

waters and outside waters. The

outside waters shall include that

portion of the Gulf of Mexico

within the boundaries of the State

of Louisiana and that portion of

the Gulf of Mexico east of the

Mississippi River to Southwest
Pass and between the 'cutoff at

Rabbit Island or the boundary be-

tween St. Mary and Iberia Par-

ishes, to the Sabine River, west of

the Mississippi River of which the

water is three (3) fathoms or

more in depth. All othjr waters

of the state within which the tide

regularly rises and falls or into

which salt water shrimp migrate

shall be classed as inside waters.

The inside waters shall include

Chandeleur Sound, Breton Sound,

Bastien Bay, Blind Bay, Garden
Island Bay, East Bay, West Bay,

Barataria Bay, Timbalier Bay,

Terrebonne Bay, C a i 1 1 o u Bay,

Atchafalaya Bay, East Cote

Blanche Bay, West Cote Blanche

Bay, Vermilion Bay and all other

bays and sounds along the Louisi-

ana Coast, and the waters of the

Gulf of Mexico east of the Missis-

sippi River to Southwest Pass, and
between the 'cutoff at Rabbit

Island or the boundary between St.

Mary and Iberia Parishes to Sabine

River west of the Mississippi River

of which the water is less than

three (3) fathoms in depth."

Duiing the closed season, fisher-

men may secure shrimp for bait,

provided that no person shall take

or have in possession for bait, over

one hundred and five pounds, or

half a barrel, at ony one time.

Such bait shrimp may be taken in

closed waters duiing the closed

seasons only in seines less than 100

feet long, trawls less than 16 feet

long, cast nets, dip nets or bait

traps.

Tha Act also provides that no

vessel not tied up in port, in closed

season in inside waters, shall have

in possession on board any trawl

more than 16 feet in length unless

in actual process of moving into

outside or open waters.

NORTHWEST GAME
COMMISSION RECREATED

Recreation of the Northwest

Louisiana Game and Fish Preserve

Commission is provided in a bill

which passed the Legislature and

has been signed by the Governor.

This Preserve comprises Black,

Saline and Clear Lakes in Natchi-

toches and Winn Parishes. Princi-

pal changes in the new Act pro-

vides for the appointment of a

five-man commission instead of a

3-man commission under the old

law.

Over 5,000 Old Age
Permits Issued
During Past Year

(Continued from Page 1)

115; DeSoto, 111; Morehouse,

100; Vernon, 100.

East Carroll, 96; Lincoln, 94;

Union, 90; Terrebonne, 80; Clai-

borne, 79; St. Landry, 79; Cald-

well, 73; Lafayette, 70; Living-

ston, 70; Pointe Coupee, 67; Allen,

60; Acadia, 59; LaSalle, 59;

Sabine, 55; St. Mary, 54; Avoy-
elles, 52; Concordia, 52; Red
River, 51; Vermilion, 51; Jack-

son, 50; Iberia, 48.

Jefferson 46; Jefferson Davis,

45; Evangeline, 45; Lafourche,

45; Tensas, 40; East Feliciana,

37; St. Martin, 37; Plaquemines,

35; St. James, 30; Beauregard, 25;

Assumption, 24; Cameron, 44; As-

cension, 19; Iberville, 17; West
Baton Rouge, 17; St. Charles, 15;

Bienville, 14; St. Bernard, 14;

West Feliciana, 14; St. John, 10;

St. Helena, none.

For parental energy in looking

after its young, the house wren
has all other birds topped. One
wren was recorded as having fed

its young 1,217 times during the

daylight of one day.

Outstanding Features of New Fish and Game Laws
The Louisiana Legislature during its 1948 biennial

session adopted and the Governor has approved several new
laws providing for important changes in the fish and game
regulations of the State. Condensed and grouped for easy

reference are the major changes:

GAME REGULATIONS—HUNTING
1. RESIDENT HUiNTING FEE: Reduced from $2 to $1.

Louisiana residents will pay $1 hunting license fee this

Fall. (Act 61 of 1948)
2. WILD TURKEY : Closed season provided on wild turkeys

for two years from effective date of act. (This repeals

a 15-day season from April 1 to April 15 which had been
in effect for the past several years) . (Act 129 of 1948)

3. BEAR : Closed season provided on bear for two years

from effective date of act. (This repeals the previous
open season on bear from November 1 to January 1).

4. SQUIRRELS : Season shortened by one month. New law
provides opening on November 1 to January 15, while

old regulation had opening on October 1.

5. CHIPMUNKS : Season to coincide with squirrel season,

November 1 to January 15. Bag limit on squirrel and
chipmunks remain at 10 a day, same as before, but season
limit has been reduced to 80 in the aggregate of all kinds
of squirrel and chipmunks. Previous season limit on these

species was 120.

6. RABBITS : Season shortened. New dates effective this

Fall are October 15 to February 15. (Old season was
October 1 to March 1 )

.

Bag Limit on Rabbits FIVE (5) a DAY. This is an
important change since the old law did not provide a bag
limit on this species.

SALE OF RABBITS IS PROHIBITED—this is a new
provision to take effect this Fall. The old law permitted
the sale of rabbits during open season.

DEER : Commissioner of Wild Life and Fisheries De-
partment given authority to fix seasons in any parish
not to exceed 45 days between the dates of November 15

and January 10. (The old law gave authority to police

juries to set seasons in their respective parishes not to

exceed 45 days between the dates of November 1 and
January 10).

GAME FISH REGULATIONS
NON-RESIDENT ANGLING LICENSE reduced from
$10.00 annually to $5.00.

A NEW TOURIST LICENSE is provided—$2.00 for
seven days. (Act 88 of 1948)
An entirely new sport fishing Act was adopted separat-

ing from it provisions of commercial fishing. However,
no major changes in existing sport fishing regulations
were made in the new Act and it contains the same creel

and size limits as before as well as existing regulations,

for the taking of fish.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

An entirely new Commercial Fishing Act was enacted
separating from it provisions of sport fishing. Size limits

of commercial fish as well as license provisions are the

same as in existing laws.

SHRIMP REGULATIONS
Principal changes made, concerned new dates for closed

seasons and elimination of a closed season on outside

waters.
New closed season dates for shrimp in inside waters
provided for in the new Act are June 21 to second Mon-
day in August and February 15 to April 15. Likewise

the new Act sets up a new definition of what is meant
by inside waters and outside waters . (Act 51 of 1948)
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any New Fish and Game Preserves Authorized
A total of $865,000 in new fish

and game preserves and in im-

provements and additions to exist-

ing preserves was appropriated by
the Legislature and approved by
Governor Earl K. Long during the

1948 biennial session which ended
July 8th.

All told, appropriations exceed-

ing a million dollars were pro-

posed in bills for fish and game
preserves introduced during the

session. However, many of them
fell by the wayside, and following
^re the measures which finally

passed and were signed by the

Governor:

House Bill No. 6, by Repre-
sentative Montgomery—Appro-
priate $100,000 to Turkey
Creek Game and Fish Preserve
in Franklin parish.

House Bill No. 298, by Repre-
sentatives Kennedy and Madden
—Create and establish Loutre
Game and Fish Preserve in

Union Parish.

House Bill No. 549, by Repre-
senative Walker—Appropriate
$25,000 for a survey and repair

of Iatt Lake dam in Grant
Parish.

House Bill No. 557, by Repre-
sentatives Brister, Bowden and
Fuglaar—Appropriate $200,000
for a dam at outlet of Cedar
Lake in Rapides Parish.

House Bill No. 381, by Repre-
sentatives Friedman and San-
ders—Appropriate $15,000 for
repairing Allen dam in North-
west Louisiana Fish and Game
Preserve.

House Bill No. 769, by Repre-
sentatives Anderson, Cole and
Futrell — Appropriate $40,000
for purchase of land to estab-

lish the Anacoco-Prairie State
Game and Fish Preserve in Ver-
non Parish.

House Bill No. 770, by Repre-
sentatives Anderson, Cole and
Futrell—Appropriate $275,000
for construction of dam or dams
on Bayou Anacoco in the An-
acoco-Prairie State Game and
Fish Preserve.

Appropriate $210,000 for
completion of dam and other
construction at Lake Bistineau
in Northwest Louisiana.

These new fish and game pre-
serves, when completed, will

provide better fishing and
recreational facilities for thou-
sands of people in thickly popu-
lated areas in Louisiana.
According to Commissioner Er-

nest S. Clements, the Division of
Administration of the Governor's
Office, is presently advertising for
bids to be opened on July 27th,

Resident Hunting
Licenses Reduced
By Legislature

(Continued from Page 1)

rabbit. The season was shortened

by one month. The new law pro-

vides for the opening of the sea-

son on rabbits on October 15 and
closing on February 15. (The old

dates were from October 1 to

March 1).

The new game Act likewise pro-

vides for a bag limit on rabbits,

five a day, whereas the old law
did not have a bag limit on this

species.

Another very important pro-

vision in the new law pertaining

to rabbits prohibits their sale. The
old law permitted the sale of rab-

bits during the open season.

The season on squirrels has been
shortened by one month. The new
Act provides tor the open season

on squirrels to begin November
1st, whereas the former opening

date was October 1st.

Authority Given
To Lease Private
Lands for Preserves

The Department of Wild Life
and Fisheries is given authority
under terms of a new law passed
by the Legislature and approved
by Governor Long, to contract for
the use of privately owned lands
for not less than 25 years to be
used for the purpose of establish-

ing fish and game preserves.

No compensation or payment is

to be made for the use of any
such private lands that may be
obtained, but such areas as are
turned over to the Department for
game and fish preserves, shall be
relieved from all taxation, state,

parish and district during the
period of time they are use for
such purposes.

Ducks have an almost telescopic

eyesight. They can focus their

eyes for near or far vision.

for the construction of two dams
across Big Slough in Chemin-a-
Haut State Park in Morehouse
Parish. This will provide a new
fishing and boating area for resi-

dents of Northeast Louisiana.
The new proposed lake will be

approximately a mile in length and
200 feet in width. The slough
empties into Bayou Bartholomew.
One of the dams will be of earth
construction and the other of con-
crete.

Agents Confiscate
4,500 Pounds Game
Fish in Two Raids

Enforcement agents of the Wild
Life and Fisheries Department
confiscated a record total of 4,500

pounds of illegal game fish in two
raids in the northwestern and
central areas in Louisiana during

the first week in July.

On July 3rd, agents in the

Shreveport area headed by J. V.

McConnell and D. L. Farrar con-

fiscated 1,200 pounds of game fish

which was found in a Shreveport

cold storage plant and marked for

shipment to an out-of-state des-

tination. The fish were distributed

to charitable institutions in the

Shreveport area.

Several days later, on July 7lh,

a group of agents in Central Loui-

siana confiscated a total of 3,300
pounds of game fish, which was
headed for market in Memphis,
Tenn. This load of fish was
illegally taken with seines in

Saline Lake. Apprehended with

the truck load of fish, according

to the agents, was Herman Car-

mouche, a resident of Rapides
Parish. Taking part in this raid

were agents Steve Baker, F. M.
Taylor and D. L. Farrar. A num-
ber of other agents were in the

area at the time on the lookout

for violators.

The truck load of game fish

was distributed to charitable in-

stitutions in the Central Louisiana

area.

"FAIR SIZED" ALLIGATOR NABBED

A 12 foot, six inch alligator, weighing over 800 pounds, was recently
captured in the swamps near White Lake in Vermilion Parish. In the
above photo Rene "John" Gaspard of Abbeville is shown with his prize
gator which measured 58 inches around the girth.
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Chapman Resigns
Post With Wild-
Life Department

Wild Life and Fisheries Com-
missioner Ernest S. Clements has

announced the resignation of

Isaac D. Chapman as Director of

the Department's Division of Edu-
cation and Publicity and the ap-

pointment of Mel Washburn, New
Orleans, former newspaper man,
as his successor. Both take effect

July 31st.

Chapman, formerly editor of

newspapers at Minden, Bastrop,

Colfax and Ferriday, and for

some ten years secretary of the

Louisiana Press Association, has
been with the Wild Life and Fish-

eries Department and the former
Conservation Department for a lit-

tle over eight years and has been
editor of this publication and its

ISAAC D. CHAPMAN

predecessor, "The Louisiana Con-
servationist", ever since it started

some six and a half years ago.

This is the final issue of this

publication under his editorship.

As Director of the Depart-
ment's Division of Education and
Publicity, Chapman has initiated

and executed conservation educa-
tion programs and projects, which
have attracted wide attention in

Louisiana and throughout the

nation. Among these have been
the organization of junior wild-

life clubs among the school chil-

dren of the State.

Through his efforts, a textbook
on Louisiana's natural resources

was published by the State De-
partment of Education and is

being used as a textbook in the
eighth grade in all schools in the
State.

Nationally, Chapman took a
leading part in the reorganization
of the National Association of

Conservation Education and Pub-

licity which had been inactive dur-

ing the war, and in 1946, was
elected President of this national

association, which comprises edu-

cation and publicity officials of

Conservation and Fish and Game
Departments in most of the 48
states.

During his tenure, he spear-

headed a movement, which led to

the passage of an amendment by
Congress to present postal laws,

which makes conservation publica-

tions, such as this one, eligible to

second class mailing privileges. As
a result of the passage of this law,

this publication is now saving ap-

proximately $100 per month in

mailing costs, and total savings to

conservation publications of all

the states, exceeds $50,000 per
year.

Chapman also assisted in the

organization several years ago of

the Louisiana Outdoor Writers'

Association and has been serving

as its secretary since that time.

He has also been president of the
New Orleans Chapter of the
Southwestern Association of In-

dustrial Editors and has been
serving this year as State Director
for Louisiana for this Southwest-
ern association.

Washburn was for many years
associated with the New Orleans
Item and during recent years has
been doing free lance public rela-

tions, radio and publication work
in New Orleans.

Wildlife Agents
To Enforce Stream
Control Rules
Agents and enforcement of-

ficers of the Wild Life and Fish-

eries Department are given au-

thority to enforce the rules and

regulations of the Louisiana

Stream Control Commission under

the terms of a bill adopted by the

Legislature and approved by the

Governor.

The Act provides that agents

and enforcement officers of the

Department shall be ex-officio

agents and enforcement officers

of the Stream Control Commission.
The Stream Control Commission

consists of the Commissioner of
Wild Life and Fisheries, the Presi-

dent of the State Board of Health,
the Commissioner of Agriculture
and Immigation, the Executive
Director of the Department of
Commerce and Industry and the
Attorney General or their duly
authorized representatives.

The Act provides that the Com-
missioner of Wild Life and Fish-

eries or his duly authorized repre-

sentative shall be ex-officio
chairman of the Commission.

Name Committee
To Investigate
Trapping Industry

Governor Earl K. Long has ap-

pointed a committee of eleven

Louisiana legislators to investigate

the State's fur trapping industry.

The committee was created in

accordance with a joint resolution

approved at the recent session of

the Legislature. It will have powers
of subpoena and must report its

findings to the next session of the

Legislature.

The members appointed by the

Governor include the following:

Representatives H. J. Dugas of

St. Charles Parish; Thomas Rus-
sell of New Orleans; E. J. Graz-

zaffi of St. Mary Parish; Paul R.

Dufrene of Lafourche Parish;

J. H. Meaux of Cameron and Lloyd

P. Broussard of Vermilion.

Also on the investigating com-
mittee are Senators A. O. Rappelet
of Houma and J. Maxine Roy of

Lafayette.

WATERFOWL NESTING
PROSPECTS STILL OBSCURE
A joint meeting of representa-

tives of all major agencies con-

cerned with North American
waterfowl management was held

recently at Regina, Saskatchewan,

to discuss results of preliminary

surveys of the Canadian breeding

grounds. In attendance were game
officials of the Canadian Prairie

Provinces, the Dominion govern-

ment, U. S. Fish and Wildlife

Service, Ducks Unlimited, and the

Wildlife Management Institute.

At the meeting early results of

19,000 miles of aerial surveys and

5,000 miles of ground survey in

the three Prairie Provinces were
presented and discussed. Although
the censusing this spring is more
difficult due to unusually high

water which spread the birds over

a wider area, census crews be-

lieve that a somewhat higher pop-

ulation of most species has re-

turned to the breeding grounds

this spring over last year. High
water, prevalent throughout most
of Canada, and a late spring com-
plicate the overall waterfowl pic-

ture. Much depends upon the

weather during the next few
months. If potholes dry up, many
ducklings will be left stranded.

Fortunately, adequate water for

the larger permanent marshes

seems to be assured.

Census crews are extending

their activities into the Subarctic

at the present time, and until re-

ports from all areas on this

spring's crop have been received,

little basis for predicting the fall

flight numbers will exist.

New Act Provides
For Nine Member
Parks Commission

The Louisiana State Parks Com-
mission will be recreated under
the terms of a bill passed by the
Legislature and approved by Gov-
ernor Earl K. Long. The Parks
Commission will consist of nine
members, five state officials and
four members to be appointed by
the Governor.

State officials who are members
of the Commksion are the Gover-
nor, Executive Counsel to the

Governor, the Register of the State

Land Office, the Director of Public

Works and the Commissioner of

the Wild Life and Fisheries De-
partment.

The four other members are to

be named by the Governor for

terms running concurrently with
the term of the Governor.

The Act provides that the Com-
mission shall select one of its mem-
bers to serve as chairman, and
shall have authority to appoint a

Director of State Parks, a secre-

tary and other necessary em-
ployees.

FISH AS A BRAIN FOOD?
BUNK!

"Eat fish and grow smart" is

an old, old saying, but scientists

say that it's all the bunk. A re-

cent release from the Ohio Divi-

sion of Conservation says:

"Science does not recognize any

one food as more beneficial to the

brain than another. What food is

good for the whole body is also

good for the brain.

"Fish meat is considered rich

in phosphorus and a German
scientist of the nineteenth century

started the idea, 'No phosphorus,

no thought.' As a matter of fact,

the human brain attains almost

its full adult size during the first

six years of a child's life and dur-

ing the time when its chief article

of diet is milk.

"The flesh of fish is lighter and
more easily digested than most of

the flesh meats and, therefore, it

is a suitable and desirable food

for so-called brain workers or per-

sons engaged in occupations in-

volving little physical exerlion and

much mental labor."

LOUISIANA SHRIMP
FESTIVAL SET FOR OCTOBER

Dates for the Louisiana Shrimp
Festival or Blessing of the Fleet

ceremonies annually held in Mor-

gan City have been set. It will

be held this year on October 15,

16 and 17. In the past this event

has attracted nation-wide atten-

tion. Plans this year are to make
it bigger and more elaborate than

ever before.
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LEGISLATURE APPROVES GULF

STATES MARINE FISHERIES PACT

The Louisiana Legislature has

approved a bill which has been
signed by the Governor giving the

State authority to become a mem-
ber of the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Compact Commission.
The Act, in effect, ratifies the

Compact which has been entered

into among the States of Florida,

Mississippi, Alabama, Texas and
Louisiana, for the purpose of pro-

motion and better utilization of

the fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico.

Plans for the establishment of

five states in tha Compact, shall

make inquiry and ascertain from

time to time such methods, prac-

tices, circumstances and conditions

as may be disclosed for bringing

about the conservation and the

prevention of the depletion and
physical waste of the lisheries,

marine, shell and anadromous, of

the Gulf Coast. The Commission
shall have power to recommend
the coordination of the exercise of

the police powers of the several

a fisheries compact among the five states wltmn their respective juris-

southern states were completed at diction to promote the preservation

a series of meetings held in New of these fisheries and their pro

Orleans beginning the latter part

of 1946.

James N. McConnell, director of

the Division of Oysters and Water-

bottoms of the Louisiana Wild Life

and Fisheiies Department, was
named chairman of a special com-

mittee at that time to further

plans for the Compact. The other

members of this special committee

includes representatives from the

States of Florida, Alabama, Mis-

sissippi and Texas.

Under the agreement provided

for in the Compact, it shall take

effect whenever two or more of

the States approve it. Louisiana

became the third state to give its

formal approval. Previously the

Compact had been approved by the

Legislatures of Alabama and Flor-

ida. Formal approval from the

States of Texas and Mississippi are

expected soon.

It is necessary also to obtain for-

mal consent and approval from

Congress. A bill approving the

Compact was introduced in the

Congress at the last session but

failed to pass in the last minute

legislative jam. It is expected to

be reintroduced at the next session

beginning in January.

Duties of Commission

Each State joining the Compact
is authorized to appoint three rep-

resentatives to a Commission to

be known officially as the Gulf

States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion. One shall be the head of the

administrative agency of such

state charged with the conserva-

tion of the fishery resources. The
second member of the Compact
shall be a member of the Legisla-

ture to be designated either by
the Legislature or the Governor,
and the third shall be a citizen

having a knowledge of and interest

in the marine fisheries, to be ap-

pointed by the Governor.

The Commission, comprising

three members from each of the

tection against overfishing, waste,

depletion or any abuse whatsoever
and to assure a continuing yield

from the fishery resources of the

cooperating states.

To that end the Commission
shall draft and recommend to the

governors and legislatures of the

various signatory states, legisla-

tion dealing with the conservation

of the marine, shell and anadro-

mous fisheries of the Gulf sea-

board. The Commission shall from
time to time present to the gover-

nor of each compacting state its

recommendations relating to en-

actments to be presented to the

legislature of that state in further-

ing the interest and purposes of

the Compact.

The Commission shall consult

with and advise the pertinent ad-

ministrative agencies in the states

with regard to problems connected

with the fisheries and recommend
the adoption of such regulations as

it deems advisable.

It is provided in the Compact
that the Commission shall elect a

chairman and vice-chairmen from
among its membership and may
establish and maintain one or more
offices.

The Compact also provides that

the United States Fish and Wild-

life Service shall act as ths pri-

mary research agency of the Com-
mission in cooperation with the

research agencies in each state.

Each State becoming a member
of the Compact is required to con-

tribute its share of the estimated

operating expenses of the Compact
Commission. The yearly appro-

priation from each state, based on
the extent of its fishery business,

is as follows:

Louisiana, $5,000; Florida,

$3,500; Texas, $2,500; Alabama,
$1,000; Mississippi, $1,000. Total

$13,000 each year.

The Act approved by the Legis-

lature and Governor Long, pro-

vides a yearly appropriation of

$5,000 as Louisiana's share of the

operating expenses of the Com-
mission.

The Compact provides that it

shall continue in force and binding

upon each compacting state until

renounced by act of the legislature

of such state, and cannot become
effective until after six months
notice.

The Louisiana Act provides that

the Commissioner of Commercial
Fisheries shall, ex-officio, be one

of the three representatives from
Louisiana on the Compact Com-
mission. It provides also that one

representative shall be a member
of the State Legislature from a

coastal parish to be named by the

Governor for a four year period,

and the third representative shall

also be appointed by the Governor

(Continued to Page 8, Column 4)

Here are the officials of the several states as they met in New Orleans in April, 1S47, to formally draw

up and approve the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Compact, which was ratified by the Louisiana Legisla-

ture at its recent session. In the above photograph, the officials from left, sitting, they are Greek L. Rice,

Mississippi Attorney General; J. T. Hurst, Florida State Supervisor of Conservation, and James N. Mc-
Connell, Director of the Oysters and Waterbottoms Division of the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries De-

partment; and standing, W. J. Hendry, Florida state legislator; Wayne D. Heydecker, New York, secretary

of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission; J. L. Baughman, marine biologist for the Texas Game,

Fish and Oyster Commission, and William W. Anderson of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New Orleans.
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THE POLLUTION PENDULUM
Years ago, a friend of mine mar-

ried a British girl. He was a practi-

cal joker and when his bride asked

him what Americans do with

potato parings, he told her that

they threw them over the fence

into the neighbor's yard.

Wishing to adjust herself to our

ways, the bride followed his advice.

The result was a decided strain

on relations— marital, personal

and international True, she threw

the parings over the fence but

the neighbors threw their maledic-

tions back. The give and take

swing and counterswing of the

situation was dynamic to say the

least.

And so it is with the pendulum
of pollution however you may look

at it. It is easy for X to dump
its waste on Y, but it does not pay
if Y has the power to impose its

will on X. Cities dump their waste

(Editor's Note: The author of

this thought-provoking article is

E. Laurence Palmer of Cornell

University. The article appeared
in a recent issue of the NEA
Journal, official publication of

the National Educational Asso-

ciation and is reprinted here-

with for its educational value.)

on the country. Industrial plants

dump their wastes into pleasant

little streams. Mines dump their

washings into rivers.

Unless the penalties for these

acts exceed the profits that may
arise from them they are likely

to be continued. When the penalty

is sufficient the abuse stops.

This article is written in the

hope that teachers can lend their

weight to help the pollution pendu-
lum swing in the right direction.

Without an enlightened public

opjnion our happy prosperous

country may well reach the state

of unfortunate, unhappy, uncalled

for conditions common in other

parts of the world. I doubt if the

Mississippi is as polluted as the

Ganges, the Columbia as bad as

the Yangtze, or the St. Lawrence
as filthy as the lower Nile—but
I do know of plenty of streams
in which we have no pride. One
maybe is in your own home town.

When the Indians roamed our
country, they solved the problem
of pollution by ordering their

squaws to break camp and move
to a new site. We today, who must
stay more or less fixed geograph-
ically, face the alternative either

of disposing of our filth or of

adjusting ourselves to live in and
with it.

If you could intelligently follow

a stream thru the average Ameri-
can city and beyond, you might get

some idea of how the pollution

pendulum swings. For the most

part, open country streams are,

or were clear, sparkling, clean,

with an abundance of life capable

of maintaining itself, with water

that may be drunk with some
safety, and in which one may
swim.

Hypothetically, our stream
swings variously from this happy
extreme of the pendulum. Per-

chance at the edge of the city is a

milk plant whose waste are

dumped into the streams. Since

these wastes are largely organic,

they may not be so serious as some.

However, since their disposal re-

quires an excessive amount of

oxygen, the oxygen content of the

stream is lowered. This may make
it impossible for some organisms

which formerly inhabited the

stream to live there.

The stream may no sooner make
some adjustment to the milk fac-

tory wastes than it is called upon
to accept chemical wastes from a

manufacturing plant. These too,

may call for more oxygen for their

reduction.

A little later there may be

dumped into the stream wastes

from a coal mine or even finely

broken fragments of minerals that

can hardly be disposed of by
oxygen. The only way to eliminate

them may be to settle them out

by gravity. Given time, this will

take place, but meanwhile the

stream may not be performing the

functions of which it is otherwise

capable.

Usually as the stream leaves the

city more or less completely

wrecked anyway, the city shows it

final lack of respect by dumping
into its waters the waste from its

so called sanitary sewers. This may
be the final blow that reduces a

beautiful, wholesome stream to lit-

tle more than an open sewer.

Again, give our stream time and
it will recover from all these blows.

The heavy, inorganic pollutions

may settle harmlessly to the bot-

tom. The chemicals may be neutra-

lized by elements picked up by the

stream as it flows on its way. The
organic stuffs may find themselves

converted by available oxygen to

some form in which they may be

of food value to many kinds of

life.

Our pendulum may swing back
to where it was originally unless

the stream reaches another town
or city where the swing from
purity to pollution again begins.

According to figures supplied by
the United States Public Health

Service about 108,000,000 Ameri-
cans live in communities that lack

adequate and safe water supplies.

Of these, 27,000,000 live in so-

called rural communities. When we

remember that typhoid, dysentery,

and many other diseases may well

be associated with the manner in'

which we supply ourselves with

clean water, it is obvious that our

problem is not a trival matter.

Rather, it is a must on our list

of things to be solved.

True, the Health Service esti-

mates that an adequate program
for water purification would cost

seven billion dollars, but the al-

ternative is one we do not care

to consider.

Just what can we as teachers

do to help meet this situation?

Should we put great lists of figures

on the blackboard and scare the

children into the conviction that

our world is going to the dogs?

I doubt it.

Should we take a trip to the

community filtration plant with

our children and let the attendants

explain some details we ourselves

do not understand? I doubt it, in

spite of the fact that this is prob-

ably one of the commonest kinds

of exercise followed by teachers

who wish to be progressive and
have at least one field trip a year.

With relatively simple experi-

ments children can be taught how
to recognize certain kinds of pol-

lution. With a few other sugges-

tions, they may be shown a few
things they may do to counteract

pollution in a small way. These
activities may form the bases for

convictions that later on may guide

them in making wise decisions

when they come into sufficient au-

thority to have genuine influence.

By all means, children should

be shown what they can do to

avoid as much as possible the bad
effects of the pollution that always

is to be found to some degree

in almost any water that has come
near man.

Great problems—such as the

pollution of oyster beds and its

possible farflung effect on citi

zens; the fouling of drinking

water supplies in large cities; the

reduction of the amount of life a

stream can support after a forest

fire on adjacent territory has re

duced the water's acidity, raised

the water's temperature, and
otherwise upset balances — may
hardly be significant to most
children.

On the other hand a series of

aquariums in which living things

are maintained may be modified

variously so that observations may
be made that will be useful in

forming convictions later on. Any-
one with sufficient imagination to

be a good teacher will be able

to devise a set of worthwhile ex-

periments along these lines. On
the teacher will set youngsters to

i work on the problem the chances

are that they will find something
that is significant and interesting.

Among the things children may
conclude are the following : Foul
water may have a bad odor. Some
water that is dangerous may not
smell bad. While one should not
taste water to see if it is foul,

water that has a definite taste may
usually be looked upon with suspi-

cion unless it is a mineral water
of known properties. Waters in

open streams should ordinarily be
considered unsafe for drinking.

Some springs merely represent an
underground stream come again
to the surface; they may be as

badly polluted as any surface
stream. Shrimp, crabs, oysters, and
similiar seafood must be taken
from waters free from dangerous
pollution if they are to be used
as food by man.

Children can visit a stream
below and above their community
and from these two places collect

water for use in their aquariums.
They may stock these aquariums
with various living things and ob-

serve differences.

In some pases, it may be possible

to collect a series of water samples
at different points where the

stream flows through your town,
to see if living things at certain

points find conditions impossible

for continued existence.

Boys and girls may make posters

indicating existing conditions at

frequent points in local streams,

being sure to give credit where
credit is due and not to limit the

information supplied to adverse
criticism. If the water problem is

being handled properly locally, it

is important to develop pride by
recognizing that fact.

Children can do little things that

help keep their community clean

and their streams free from pollu-

tion. After picnics, they may dis-

pose of the refuse by burying it

rather than by dumping it into

waterways. Springs known to be

safe can be cleaned and improved
not only for the purpose of mak-
ing them available as a water sup-

ply for travelers but for demon-
strating advantages to the visiting

public. I know one scout troop that

elected once each month thru the

year to see to it that certain local

springs were improved for public

use.

There are many private and
public agencies interested in pol-

lution problems. These may be

called upon for assistance.

Let's not dump our waste in our

neighbor's yards or streams. That
is not the way we like to do in

America, I hope.

Migratory regulations for next

Fall are expected to be issued by

the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice sometime during August.
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HOW RICH WILL WE BE?

How Rich Will We Be When We Have Converted All Our
Forests, All Our Soil, All Our Water Resources

And Our Minerals Into Cash?

By TOM WALLACE
The question asked by J. N.

Darling, famous cartoonist and
conservationist, in the cartoon

published with this article deserves

more widespread and serious con-

sideration than, perhaps, it will

receive.

Millions, scores of millions, more
than 100,000,000 people in the

United States, have so little in-

formation about natural resources

that they fondly imagine that these

of the United States are inex-

haustible.

That is far from being true and
while we consider, gayly or glum-
ly, according to our political

beliefs or the degree of our buoy-
ancy, givinsr billions to needy
countries, there is too little con-

sideration of the problem of where
we shall get, regularly, and eter-

nally, the means to provide for the

needs of others and for ourselves.

All human life, all human enter-

prises, the economic, cultural and
military strength of the nation, de-

pends fundamentally, and entirely,

upon natural resources.

The United States is richer in

money than it was a generation

ago, three or four more genera-

tions ago; immensely richer than
it was when its resources hardly

had been scratched, but it is not

safely and indestructibly rich. It

has before it choice between a

more vigorous movement to cor-

rect abuses of soil and water and
loss of its financial strength.

Mr. Darling mentions forests

and soil and water. The resource

last mentioned has been called by
Kenneth Reid, Executive Secretary

of the Izaak Walton League of

America, the stepchild of con-

servation.

Not many people know anything

about water as a natural resource,

and how it has been mistreated

and is still mistreated. Nearly
everyone knows a little—-not

much—about forests and farm
lands, but nearly everyone omits

thinking about water. People com-
placently eat shellfish without

knowing that some of our ocean

estuaries, scenes of great enter-

prises, are being ruined by pollu-

tion.

The spectacle of farmers haul-

ing water from the deeper holes

in creeks which have stopped run-

ning because of drouth excites

comment. People say the farmer

should arrange for water storage,

and he should do that, but creeks

and springs which flowed all of the

year when the pioneers explored

the continent no longer are de-

pendable because the water table

has descended. In almost any
group of 100 persons, if the group

is not made up of scientists or

Editor's Note: The accom-

panying article and the cartoon

on this page by J. N. "Ding"
Darling, is another in a series

of monthly conservation edu-

cational features being run in

this publication and in some

sixty Louisiana newspapers. The
author of this revealing article,

Tom Wallace, is the dynamic

editor of the Louisville, Ken-

tucky Times, and a past na-

tional President of the Izaak

Walton League of America.

conservationists, mention of the

water table mystifies more than

half of the group; more than fifty

persons wonder if a new mechan-
ical gadget is being mentioned.

Yet the course of every in-

dividual who operates a farm af-

fects in some degree the water

table—the depth at which ground
water is available. Not many agri-

cultural agents, graduated from
colleges to become guides of

farmers, pay much attention to

water pollution or water depletion.

Not many people know that be-

cause land is abused high dams
built to irrigate land, to create

electric power, to control floods,

will become useless for the pur-

poses for which they are created

unless the problem of siltation is

controlled. The local board of

trade, in any town surrounded by

eroded hills and living upon the

fertile soil of stream valleys, is

ready to whoop for the high dams

on which many millions of dollars

will be spent, entirely ignoring the

fact that the dam that will sub-

merge 1,000 miles of fertile valley

soil will be useless within less than

a century because of the silt that

will fill the reservoir.

Mr. Darling, the cartoonist, is

much more of a statesman than

the United States Senator who has

some friends who wish to exploit

a virgin forest which the Federal

Government has been protecting.

He is more of a patriot than the

Senator who wants to get money

from the Federal Treasury spent

on a series of dams which aren't

really needed now and which may
be entirely filled with sand, clay,

gravel, and trash before the Sen-

ator's grandson is graduated from

college.

Marine Fisheries
Compact For Gulf
States Approved

(Continued from Page 6)

and may be any citizen of the

State having a knowledge of and
interest in marine fisheries.

Louisiana's representatives on
the Commission will not be paid

any salary but will be reimbursed

for traveling and other expenses

in connection with attendance at

meetings and official business.

AGENTS PARTICIPATING IN

JUNE ARRESTS
Ivy Beard 5

Steve Baker 3

John Busalacc-hi 4

Levert Bird 4

Less Davis 3

Seabe L. Dixon 2

Tom Duck 3

C. W. Elam 1

Edwin Fairbanks 5

Brogan Fairchild 14

T. H. Forman, Jr 5

Clarence Hood 12

Lesma Hebert 7

Ardon E. Jones 21

Voladia Jones 4

Wm. M. Jones 4

Woodrow Laborde 4

Cullen J. Landry 6

Buckner LeBlanc 4

Chappel Magee 10

Spencer M-ixwell 6

Ben E. Parker 1

Buford Patterson 24

S. M. Taylor 1

Frank Trocchiano 1

Chas. Ventrella 4

Hector Waguespack 1

PARISHES IN WHICH VIOLA-
TIONS OCCURRED DURING

JUNE
Ascension 2

Assumption .....~ 6

Avoyelles • 3

Concordia 5

East Carroll 5

Franklin 3

Lafourche 1

Lincoln 2

Livingston 4

Madison 7

Ouachita 16

Pointe Coupee 12

Sabine 1

St. Charles 4

St. Landry 3

Union 4

Vernon 2

Total 80

Enforcement agents of the Wild

Life and Fisheries Department
made a total of 80 arrests during

the month of June. The violations

occurred in seventeen parishes in

the State


